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1112a

Program ID: 1

00:00:02 Today's feature is Okinawa tour.
| am going to introduce you to Okinawa's tourist spots.

00:00:05 Now, | am in XYZ aquarium.

FIG.3

~1113a

Program ID: 1
Start time: 2010/01/15 20:00

Title: Japan tour

Program explanation: Tour around Okinawa's tourist spots.
Okinawa's world, XYZ aquarium, popular spots will be introduced.

Play URL: http://xxx.com/title/001

FIG.4
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INFORMATION PROCESSING SYSTEM,
INFORMATION PROCESSING APPARATUS,
AND INFORMATION PROCESSING METHOD

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The present application claims priority from Japanese
Patent Application No. JP 2010-119025 filed in the Japanese
Patent Office on May 25, 2010, the entire content of which is
incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

The present disclosure relates to an information processing
system, an information processing apparatus, and an infor-
mation processing method, which are capable of receiving
and recording a content.

In recent years, information processing apparatuses such
as a personal computer (PC), a cellular phone, and a personal
digital assistant (PDA) have been more and more decreased in
size and weight, and such information processing apparatuses
can be connected to the Internet from the outside home so as
to browse web pages, videos, and the like, which offer infor-
mation about a destination. Further, with an information pro-
cessing apparatus equipped with a camera, it is also possible
to save image data captured in the outside home by the use of
the camera, and to transfer the image data via a network to
terminals of other users.

By the way, there has been proposed a system in which a
user can utilize positional information of an image, that the
user captured in the outside home in the past, to extract a
broadcast program corresponding to a preference of the user
from electronic program guide (EPG) data, and to record the
extracted broadcast program. In this system, positional infor-
mation (latitude and longitude information) related to a
broadcast program is recorded on the EPG data. When the
positional information of the image that the user was captured
in the outside home in the past is compared with the positional
information of the EPG data, a programmed recording of the
broadcast program related to the location where the user
captured the image in the past is performed (for example, see
Japanese Patent Application Laid-open No. 2009-290631
(paragraph [0005], FIG. 1) (hereinafter, referred to as Patent
Document 1).

SUMMARY

The system as in Patent Document 1 determines a broad-
cast program related to the location where the user captured
the image in the past in such a manner that the positional
information ofthe image that the user was captured in the past
is compared with the positional information of the EPG data.
Here, the photographing activity itself by the user is contrib-
uted to generate the preference information of the user. Thus,
a difference in frequency of the photographing activity
between the users is easy to be reflected to the results of this
service. That is, a user who does not frequently capture
images may not satisfactorily enjoy this service. For this
reason, there is desired a system capable of satisfactorily
collecting the preference information of the users without
depending on action such as the photographing activity,
which may cause the difference in frequency between the
users, so as to determine a broadcast program corresponding
to a preference of each of the users.

In addition, in the case where a broadcast program corre-
sponding to a preference of the user is recorded on a recording
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apparatus at home, the user view the recorded program at
home, generally. On the other hand, when the user visits a
sight during a tour or the like, if the user is allowed to view a
recorded program related to the sight, it is possible to provide
the user with useful information, and thus it is possible to
increase the enjoyment of the tour of the user. However, when
the user visits the sight for the tour, the user may not view the
recorded program recorded by the recording apparatus at
home, and even may not know that the program related to the
sight is recorded.

In view of the above-mentioned circumstances, there is a
need for providing an information processing system, an
information processing apparatus, and an information pro-
cessing method, which allows the user to know that a broad-
cast program related to a place where the user is in the outside
home is recorded, and to view the recorded program as nec-
essary.

In order to achieve the above-mentioned object, an infor-
mation processing system according to an embodiment of the
present disclosure includes a first information processing
apparatus and a second information processing apparatus
configured to be connectable via a network to the first infor-
mation processing apparatus.

The first information processing apparatus includes a con-
tent recording unit configured to record a content and to
obtain and record a sights keyword related to the recorded
content.

The second information processing apparatus includes a
place-name accumulating unit, a sights keyword acquisition
unit, a sights keyword determining unit, and a content-record
informing unit.

The place-name accumulating unit obtains and accumu-
lates place-name information corresponding to a current loca-
tion of the second information processing apparatus.

The sights keyword acquisition unit obtains the sights key-
word recorded on the first information processing apparatus.

The sights keyword determining unit narrows down a
sights candidate in the place-name information, to thereby
extract sights-candidate place-name information, and deter-
mines the sights keyword corresponding to the sights-candi-
date place-name information.

The content-record informing unit informs that a content
related to the determined sights keyword is recorded on the
first information processing apparatus.

With this, for example, in the case where the user with the
second information processing apparatus sightsees, in the
timing when the user comes by near a sight that was intro-
duced in a program recorded on the first information process-
ing apparatus, the second information processing apparatus is
capable of informing the user of the presence of the content
recorded on the first information processing apparatus.

The first information processing apparatus further includes
an electronic-program-guide acquisition unit configured to
obtain electronic program guide data including information
about a plurality of contents.

The content recording unit performs at least one of an
extraction of the sights keyword from caption data included in
the recorded content, and an extraction of the sights keyword
from the information about the recorded content in the elec-
tronic program guide data obtained by the electronic-pro-
gram-guide acquisition unit.

The content recording unit extracts sights keywords with
respect to the same content from both of the caption data and
the electronic program guide data, and hence it is possible to
extract more sights keywords.

The place-name accumulating unit obtains a global posi-
tioning system (GPS) information corresponding to the cur-
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rent location of the second information processing apparatus,
and obtains place-name information based on the obtained
GPS information.

With this, it is possible to satisfactorily collect the place-
name information without depending on action, which may
cause a difference in frequency between the users, and to
determine a content related to the sights, that the user visited
in the past, of the broadcast program.

The sights keyword determining unit determines place-
name information obtained by removing place-name infor-
mation appearing on a regular basis in time, as a result of the
narrowing of the sights-candidate place-name information.

With this, the place-name that the user visits on a regular
basis is removed from the sights candidates, and hence the
place-name corresponding to a preference of the user is nar-
rowed down as a sights candidate. Thus, it is possible to
increase the accuracy for narrowing down the sights candi-
date.

The second information processing apparatus further
includes a reproduction unit configured to obtain via the
network the content recorded on the first information process-
ing apparatus and reproduce the content.

With this, for example, in the case where the user with the
second information processing apparatus sightsees, in the
timing when the user comes by near a sight that was intro-
duced in a program recorded on the first information process-
ing apparatus, the second information processing apparatus is
capable of reproducing the content recorded on the first infor-
mation processing apparatus.

The first information processing apparatus further includes
a place-name acquisition unit and a programmed-recording
unit.

The place-name acquisition unit obtains the sights-candi-
date place-name information from the second information
processing apparatus.

The programmed-recording unit detects information about
the content including the sights-candidate place-name infor-
mation from the electronic program guide data obtained by
the electronic-program-guide acquisition unit, and carries out
a programmed recording based on the detected information
about the content.

With this, it is possible to automatically record a content
related to the sight, that the user visited in the past, on the first
information processing apparatus.

The first information processing apparatus further includes
aplace-name information determining unit and a place-name
information informing unit.

The place-name information determining unit extracts
place-name information from caption data included in the
content to be reproduced by the reproduction unit of the
second information processing apparatus, as caption place-
name information, to thereby determine caption place-name
information corresponding to the sights-candidate place-
name information.

The place-name information informing unit informs that
the determined caption place-name information is included in
the content to be reproduced by the reproduction unit.

With this, it is possible to inform the user of the fact that it
is a scene related to the sight, that the user visited in the past,
during reproducing the content recorded on the first informa-
tion processing apparatus.

An information processing apparatus according to an
embodiment of the present disclosure includes a content
recording unit, a connection unit, a place-name acquisition
unit, and a programmed-recording unit.

The content recording unit records a content and obtains
and records a sights keyword related to the recorded content.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

The connection unit is connectable via a network to an
information processing terminal including a place-name
accumulating unit configured to obtain and accumulate place-
name information corresponding to a current location, a
sights keyword acquisition unit configured to obtain the
sights keyword recorded on the content recording unit, a
sights keyword determining unit configured to narrow down a
sights candidate in the place-name information, to thereby
extract sights-candidate place-name information, and to
determine the sights keyword corresponding to the sights-
candidate place-name information, and a content-record
informing unit configured to inform that a content related to
the determined sights keyword is recorded on the first infor-
mation processing apparatus.

The place-name acquisition unit obtains sights-candidate
place-name information from the information processing ter-
minal.

The programmed-recording unit detects information about
a content including the sights-candidate place-name informa-
tion from the electronic program guide data obtained by the
electronic-program-guide acquisition unit, and carries out a
programmed recording based on the information about the
detected content.

The information processing terminal further includes a
reproduction unit configured to obtain via the network the
content recorded on the first information processing appara-
tus and reproduce the content.

The information processing apparatus further includes a
place-name information determining unit and a place-name
information informing unit.

The place-name information determining unit extracts
place-name information from caption data included in the
content to be reproduced by the reproduction unit of the
information processing terminal, as caption place-name
information, to thereby determine caption place-name infor-
mation corresponding to the sights-candidate place-name
information.

The place-name information informing unit informs that
the determined caption place-name information is included in
the content to be reproduced by the reproduction unit.

An information processing apparatus according to an
embodiment of the present disclosure includes a content
recording unit, a place-name accumulating unit, a sights key-
word determining unit, and a content-record informing unit.

The content recording unit records a content and obtains
and records a sights keyword related to the recorded content.

The place-name accumulating unit obtains and accumu-
lates place-name information corresponding to a current loca-
tion.

The sights keyword determining unit narrows down a
sights candidate in the place-name information, to thereby
extract sights-candidate place-name information, and deter-
mines the sights keyword corresponding to the sights-candi-
date place-name information.

The content-record informing unit informs that a content
related to the determined sights keyword is recorded on the
content recording unit.

According to the embodiments of the present disclosure, it
is possible to record a content corresponding to a preference
of'the user, and further to utilize the content depending on the
activity of the user in the timing corresponding to the activity
of the user.

These and other objects, features and advantages of the
present disclosure will become more apparent in light of the
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following detailed description of best mode embodiments
thereof, as illustrated in the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a configuration of an
information processing system 1 according to a first embodi-
ment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a
sights program recording module 110;

FIG. 3 is a view showing an example of already-recorded-
program caption data 1112a to be saved on a caption data
saving unit 1112;

FIG. 4 is a view showing an example of recording-history
data 1113a to be saved on a recording-history data saving unit
1113;

FIG. 5 is a view showing a more detailed configuration
example of a sights keyword extracting module 112;

FIG. 6 is a view showing a configuration of a recorder-side
sights program database 120;

FIG. 7 is a view showing a more detailed configuration
example of a GPS information acquisition module 113;

FIG. 8 is a view showing the recorder-side sights program
database 120 with latitude and longitude information being
added;

FIG. 9 is a view describing a transmission and a reception
between a sights program acquisition API 130 of a video
recorder 100 and a sights program synchronizing module 250
of a portable information terminal 200;

FIG. 10 is a view showing a configuration of the sights
program data in the XML format;

FIG. 11 is a flowchart for describing a function of a place-
name accumulating module 210;

FIG. 12 is a view showing an example of terminal-side
place-name logs 221 stored on a terminal-side place-name
log storage unit 220;

FIG. 13 is a flowchart for describing a function of a sights
notification module 260;

FIG. 14 is a view describing a transmission and a reception
between a place-name log updating API 140 of the video
recorder 100 and a place-name log synchronizing module 230
of the portable information terminal 200;

FIG. 15 is a view showing an example of recorder-side
place-name logs 151 stored on a recorder-side place-name log
storage unit 150;

FIG. 16 is a view showing a configuration example of a
sights program monitoring module 160;

FIG. 17 is a flowchart for describing a function of a sights
program determining module 161;

FIG. 18 is a flowchart for describing a function of a sights
program notification module 162;

FIG. 19 is a flowchart showing a place-name recording
operation;

FIG. 20 is a flowchart showing a program recording opera-
tion;

FIG. 21 is a flowchart showing an already-recorded-pro-
gram reproducing operation;

FIG. 22 is a block diagram showing a hardware configu-
ration of the video recorder 100,

FIG. 23 is a block diagram showing a hardware configu-
ration of the portable information terminal 200; and

FIG. 24 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a
portable information terminal 300 according to a second
embodiment of the present disclosure.
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6
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, embodiments of the present disclosure will be
described with reference to the drawings.

First Embodiment

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a configuration of an
information processing system 1 according to a first embodi-
ment of the present disclosure.

As shown in the drawing, this information processing sys-
tem 1 includes a video recorder 100 (first information pro-
cessing apparatus, information processing apparatus, record-
ing apparatus), a portable information terminal 200 (second
information processing apparatus, information processing
apparatus, information processing terminal), and an Internet
10 (network).

[Video Recorder 100]

The video recorder 100 is capable of receiving content data
of'programs provided through broadcast waves of a terrestrial
digital broadcasting and a satellite broadcasting, and of
recording the content data on a recording medium such as a
digital versatile disc (DVD) or a Blu-ray disc (registered trade
mark) (BD).

The video recorder 100 includes a sights program record-
ing module 110, a recorder-side sights program database 120,
a sights program acquisition application program interface
(API) 130, a place-name log updating API 140, a recorder-
side place-name log storage unit 150, and a sights program
monitoring module 160.

When the user selects a broadcast program or the sights
program monitoring module 160 notifies the sights program
recording module 110 of a broadcast program, the sights
program recording module 110 (content recording unit)
records the broadcast program. Then, the sights program
recording module 110 extracts sights keywords from infor-
mation about the recorded program which is included in
electronic program guide data (EPG data) obtained through
the Internet 10 by the use of a network connection unit 603
(electronic-program-guide acquisition unit), and from cap-
tion data multiplexed in the entity data of the program. After
that, the sights program recording module 110 registers those
sights keywords, the latitude and longitude data of the sights,
and the like on the recorder-side sights program database 120.

The recorder-side sights program database 120 is a data-
base in which the sights keywords, a program ID, a time, a
play URL, the latitude and longitude data, and the like, which
are extracted by the sights program recording module 110, are
accumulated.

The sights program acquisition API 130 is an API for
providing the content of the recorder-side sights program
database 120 to a sights program synchronizing module 250
of the portable information terminal 200 in an extensible
markup language (XML) format.

When the place-name log updating API 140 (place-name
acquisition unit) is called by a place-name log synchronizing
module 230 of the portable information terminal 200, the
place-name log updating API 140 obtains, from the place-
name log synchronizing module 230, place-name informa-
tion (sights-candidate place-name information) with sights
candidate flags being set among the place-name logs col-
lected by the portable information terminal 200. Then, the
place-name log updating API 140 accumulates the place-
name information in the recorder-side place-name log storage
unit 150 as recorder-side place-name logs 151.

The recorder-side place-name log storage unit 150 is a
section storing the sights-candidate place-name information
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obtained by the place-name log synchronizing module 230 of
the portable information terminal 200 and the recorder-side
place-name logs 151 including time information described in
time sequence. The sights-candidate place-name information
described in the recorder-side place-name logs 151 accumu-
lated by the recorder-side place-name log storage unit 150 is
compared with place-name keywords extracted from the EPG
data and the caption data accumulated in the recorder-side
sights program database 120, in the sights program monitor-
ing module 160. The sights program recording module 110 is
notified of the matching program as a programmed-recording
target program.

The sights program monitoring module 160 (programmed-
recording unit) obtains the EPG data via the Internet 10
through the network connection unit 603 (electronic-pro-
gram-guide acquisition unit). Based on genre information
associated with the EPG data, the sights program monitoring
module 160 detects a program related to the sights. Further,
the sights program monitoring module 160 divides the pro-
gram information extracted from the EPG data into mor-
phemes. When a morpheme corresponds to the place-name
information recorded on the recorder-side place-name logs
151 stored on the recorder-side place-name log storage unit
150, the sights program monitoring module 160 notifies the
sights program recording module 110 of that program as a
programmed-recording target program. It should be noted
that the program related to the sights refers to a program
whose title includes a place-name or a keyword of “tourist” or
“tour,” for example. When the user makes a setting that a
sights program recording is performed in advance, the sights
program recording module 110 becomes effective. The effec-
tive sights program recording module 110 executes a detec-
tion of the program related to the sights based on the EPG data
regularly obtained.

Further, when the recorded program is reproduced, the
sights program monitoring module 160 (place-name infor-
mation determining unit, place-name information informing
unit) divides the caption data about that program into mor-
phemes. When a morpheme corresponds to the sights-candi-
date place-name information recorded on the recorder-side
place-name logs 151 stored on the recorder-side place-name
log storage unit 150, the sights program monitoring module
160 notifies the user of the sights-candidate place-name infor-
mation and the time information associated to the sights-
candidate place-name information by displaying a pop-up
window.

[Portable Information Terminal 200]

The portable information terminal 200 is an electronic
apparatus capable of connecting to the Internet 10 so as to
browse web pages, transmit and receive electronic mails,
reproduce moving images and music, and utilize other appli-
cations. The portable information terminal 200 has a GPS
function of regularly receiving the positional information
(latitude and longitude information) of the portable informa-
tion terminal 200. Thus, the portable information terminal
200 is capable of obtaining a place-name by utilizing a place-
name search service on the web based on the positional infor-
mation obtained by the use of this GPS function, to thereby
accumulate the history of the place-names of the destinations
of the user as the place-name logs.

The portable information terminal 200 includes a place-
name accumulating module 210, a terminal-side place-name
log storage unit 220, a place-name log synchronizing module
230, a terminal-side sights program database 240, a sights
program synchronizing module 250, and a sights notification
module 260.
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The place-name accumulating module 210 (place-name
accumulating unit) uses the GPS function to regularly obtain
from a GPS providing server 720 the positional information
(latitude and longitude information). Further, the place-name
accumulating module 210 obtains the place-name informa-
tion corresponding to the positional information by utilizing
the service on the web, to thereby update terminal-side place-
name logs 221 of the terminal-side place-name log storage
unit 220.

Further, the place-name accumulating module 210 (sights
keyword determining unit) removes place-names appearing
on a regular basis or on a continuous basis in time in the
terminal-side place-name logs 221. When the place-name
corresponding to the current positional information is a place-
name other than the place-names appearing on a regular basis
or on a continuous basis in time in the terminal-side place-
name logs 221, the place-name accumulating module 210
narrows down the place-name corresponding to the current
positional information as a sights candidate, and extracts the
sights-candidate place-name information. Then, the place-
name accumulating module 210 sets, with respect to the
terminal-side place-name logs 221, flag information indicat-
ing that the current place-name information corresponding to
the positional information is the sights candidate. In addition,
the place-name accumulating module 210 determines
whether the narrowed-down sights-candidate place-name
information (place-name corresponding to current positional
information) is registered on the terminal-side sights program
database 240, and, in the case where the narrowed-down
sights-candidate place-name information is registered, noti-
fies the sights notification module 260 of its keywords and
sights-related information.

The terminal-side place-name log storage unit 220 is a
section storing the terminal-side place-name logs 221 includ-
ing the place-name information described in time sequence,
the place-name information being regularly obtained by the
place-name accumulating module 210.

When the place-name log synchronizing module 230 refers
to the terminal-side place-name logs 221 stored on the termi-
nal-side place-name log storage unit 220, and the place-name
information (sights-candidate place-name information) with
the sights candidate flags being set to ON exists, the place-
name log synchronizing module 230 calls the place-name log
updating API 140 of the video recorder 100 and transmits the
place-name information (sights-candidate place-name infor-
mation) with the sights candidate flags being set to ON to the
place-name log updating API 140 of the video recorder 100.

Similarly to the recorder-side sights program database 120
of the video recorder 100, the terminal-side sights program
database 240 is a database in which the positional informa-
tion, the sights keywords, the program ID, a time code, the
play URL, and the like for each of the sights are accumulated
as sights-related information 241.

The sights program synchronizing module 250 (sights key-
word acquisition unit) obtains the content of the recorder-side
sights program database 120 transmitted in the XML format
from the sights program acquisition API 130 of the video
recorder 100, and reflects the content into the terminal-side
sights program database 240.

Based on the positional information obtained by the use of
the GPS function of the place-name accumulating module,
the sights notification module 260 (content-record informing
unit) searches for the sights-related information 241 corre-
sponding to the current location of the user (portable infor-
mation terminal 200) from the terminal-side sights program
database 240. Further, the sights notification module 260
notifies the user of the fact that the recorded program related
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to the sights corresponding to the current location of the user
(portable information terminal 200) is recorded on the video
recorder 100 and this recorded program can be obtained from
the video recorder 100 and can be reproduced in the portable
information terminal 200.

Further, the sights notification module 260 (reproduction
unit) obtains the recorded program recorded on the video
recorder 100 via the Internet 10, and reproduces the obtained
recorded program.

[Video Recorder 100: Sights Program Recording Module
110]

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing a configuration of the sights
program recording module 110.

As shown in the drawing, the sights program recording
module 110 includes a program recording module 111, a
sights keyword extracting module 112, and a GPS informa-
tion acquisition module 113.

[Video Recorder 100: Sights Program Recording Module
110: Program Recording Module 111]

The program recording module 111 is a module executing
arecording of abroadcast program depending on a preference
of'the user. More specifically, the program recording module
111 detects a broadcast program corresponding to a prefer-
ence of the user from the EPG data, which is obtained via the
Internet 10 through the network connection unit 603 (elec-
tronic-program-guide acquisition unit), based on preference
data set by the user in advance, and executes arecording of the
broadcast program by the use of a programmed recording.
Further, the program recording module 111 executes a
recording of a broadcast program corresponding to a prefer-
ence of the user based on the EPG data, which is detected and
programmed-recorded by the sights program monitoring
module 160. When the user specifies a recording of a program
during viewing the program, the program recording module
111 is also capable of executing a recording of the broadcast
program.

The program recording module 111 records the entity data
of the broadcast program on a content storage unit 1111, and
extracts the caption data multiplexed in the entity data of the
broadcast program. Further, program recording module 111
saves them on a caption data saving unit 1112 as already-
recorded-program caption data 11124. Further, the program
recording module 111 extracts data related to the already
recorded broadcast program from the EPG data, generates
recording-history data 11134, and saves it on a recording-
history data saving unit 1113.

It should be noted that the content storage unit 1111 is, for
example, a high-capacity volume storage medium such as a
hard disc drive (HDD), a solid state drive (SSD), the DVD, or
the BD. It is sufficient that the caption data saving unit 1112
and the recording-history data saving unit 1113 be, for
example, storage unit apparatuses capable of reading and
writing, such as the HDD or the SSD.

FIG. 3 is a view showing an example of the already-re-
corded-program caption data 1112a to be saved on the cap-
tion data saving unit 1112.

The already-recorded-program caption data 1112« to be
saved on the caption data saving unit 1112 includes the pro-
gram ID for identifying the program, the time, the caption
data, and the like. Here, the program ID may be an ID specific
to the program, which is included in the EPG data and defined
on a program provider side, and may be an ID uniquely added
to the broadcast program on the video recorder 100 side. The
caption time is a time on the program when the caption data
appeared. For example, “00:00:02” means 2 seconds after the
start of the program. The caption data is caption data extracted
from a transport stream.
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FIG. 4 is a view showing an example of the recording-
history data 1113a to be saved on the recording-history data
saving unit 1113.

The recording-history data 1113a to be saved on the
recording-history data saving unit 1113 includes, for
example, the program ID for identifying the program, a start
time, a title, a program explanation, a play uniform resource
locator (URL), and the like. Here, the program ID may be the
1D specific to the program, which is included in the EPG data
and defined on the program provider side, and may be the ID
specially added to the broadcast program on the video
recorder 100 side. The recording start time is a start time of
the broadcast program. The title is a title extracted from the
EPG data. The program explanation is a program explanation
extracted from the EPG data. The play URL is a URL for
reproducing the program content via the Internet 10.

Here, the already-recorded-program caption data 1112a of
FIG. 3 is data generated with respect to a certain broadcast
program based on the caption data, and the recording-history
data 1113a of FIG. 4 is data generated with respect to the
same broadcast program based on the EPG data.

As described above, the program recording module 111 is
capable of generating data necessary for obtaining the sights
keywords with respect to the same broadcast program from
both of the caption data and the EPG data, to thereby extract
more sights keywords.

[Video Recorder 100: Sights Program Recording Module
110: Sights Keyword Extracting Module 112]

Referring back to FIG. 2, the sights keyword extracting
module 112 extracts, from the already-recorded-program
caption data 11124 saved on the caption data saving unit 1112
and the recording-history data 1113a saved on the recording-
history data saving unit 1113, words of the sights as the sights
keywords through using a sights word dictionary 1115 in
which the words of the sights used as standards are stored in
advance. Then, the sights keyword extracting module 112
saves the words of the sights on the recorder-side sights
program database 120. The sights keyword extracting module
112 may extract the words of the sights from audio data by the
use of voice recognition.

FIG. 5 is a view showing a more detailed configuration of
the sights keyword extracting module 112.

The sights keyword extracting module 112 divides the
already-recorded-program caption data 1112a and the
recording-history data 1113« respectively saved on the cap-
tion data saving unit 1112 and the recording-history data
saving unit 1113 into morphemes, and compares each of the
morphemes (keywords 1114) with each of the standard sights
words 11154 stored on the sights word dictionary 1115. The
sights keyword extracting module 112 determines the mor-
phemes (keywords 1114), which correspond to the standard
sights words 11154 stored on the sights word dictionary 1115
in the above-mentioned comparison, as sights keywords
11164 as valid words. The sights keyword extracting module
112 saves the sights keywords 11164 on a sights keyword
saving unit 1116.

It is sufficient that the sights word dictionary 1115 and the
sights keyword saving unit 1116 be, for example, storage unit
apparatuses capable of reading and writing, such as the HDD
or the SSD.

The sights keyword extracting module 112 extracts infor-
mation to be saved on the recorder-side sights program data-
base 120 from the already-recorded-program caption data
11124 saved on the caption data saving unit 1112, the record-
ing-history data 1113« saved on the recording-history data
saving unit 1113, and the sights keywords 11164 saved on the
sights keyword saving unit 1116. In this case, the sights
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keyword extracting module 112 saves all of the sights key-
words 11164, which are saved on the sights keyword saving
unit 1116, on the recorder-side sights program database 120,
while the sights keywords being each associated with the
program ID, the time of the sights keyword (caption time), the
play URL, and the like of the program being the extraction
source of the sights keyword.

FIG. 6 is a view showing a configuration of the recorder-
side sights program database 120.

As shown in the drawing, the recorder-side sights program
database 120 is a database on which the sights keywords, the
program ID, the time code, the play URL, the GPS informa-
tion, and the like are registered while associated with each
other. It should be noted that in the case where the time code
(caption time) of the sights keyword is not extracted, the value
of'its item is set to “null.” For example, in the case of a sights
keyword extracted from the recording-history data 1113a, the
appearing time of that sights keyword is unknown, and hence
the value of the item of the time code (caption time) of the
sights keyword is set to “null.” Further, at the time of regis-
tration onto the sights program database by the sights key-
word extracting module 112, the value of the item of the GPS
information is set to “null”’

[Video Recorder 100: Sights Program Recording Module
110: GPS Information Acquisition Module 113]

Referring back to FIG. 2, the GPS information acquisition
module 113 obtains positional information of the place-name
by utilizing a GPS information service on the Internet 10 with
respect to the sights keywords 1116a saved on the sights
keyword saving unit 1116, and accumulates the positional
information in the recorder-side sights program database 120.

FIG. 7 is a view showing a more detailed configuration
example of the GPS information acquisition module 113.

As shown in the drawing, the GPS information acquisition
module 113 includes an address acquisition module 1131 and
a positional information acquisition module 1132.

The address acquisition module 1131 searches for
addresses 11314 corresponding to the sights keywords 1116«
saved on the sights keyword saving unit 1116 by utilizing an
address information service on the Internet 10.

The positional information acquisition module 1132
searches for latitude and longitude information 11324 corre-
sponding to the addresses 1131a obtained by the address
acquisition module 1131 by utilizing the GPS information
service on the Internet 10. Then, positional information
acquisition module 1132 registers the latitude and longitude
information 1132a corresponding to the addresses 11314 on
the recorder-side sights program database 120.

FIG. 8 is a view showing the recorder-side sights program
database 120 with the latitude and longitude information
being added.

[Video Recorder 100: Sights Program Acquisition API 130,
Portable Information Terminal 200: Sights Program Synchro-
nizing Module 250]

FIG. 9 is a view for describing a transmission and a recep-
tion between the sights program acquisition API 130 of the
video recorder 100 and the sights program synchronizing
module 250 of the portable information terminal 200.

The transmission and the reception between the sights
program acquisition API 130 of the video recorder 100 and
the sights program synchronizing module 250 of the portable
information terminal 200 is started when the sights program
synchronizing module 250 of the portable information termi-
nal 200 calls the sights program acquisition API 130 of the
video recorder 100 by the use of an HTTP request (arrow 1 of
FIG. 9). Here, the sights program acquisition API 130 sup-
ports a representational state transfer (REST), and, in
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response to the HTTP request from the sights program syn-
chronizing module 250 of the portable information terminal
200, the sights program acquisition API 130 generates sights
program data in the XML format based on the sights program
data accumulated in the recorder-side sights program data-
base 120 and sends back the sights program data to the sights
program synchronizing module 250 of the portable informa-
tion terminal 200 via the Internet 10 (arrow 2 of FIG. 9). In
this case, the HTTP request uses the URL of the sights pro-
gram acquisition API 130 as a parameter.

FIG. 10 is a view showing a configuration of the sights
program data in the XML format.

As can be seen, the sights program data accumulated in the
recorder-side sights program database 120 is clarified by the
sights program acquisition API 130 by the use of tags in units
of a sights keyword element, a program ID element, a time
code element, a play URL element, and a GPS information
element, and is sent back to the sights program synchronizing
module 250 of the portable information terminal 200. It
should be noted that “GPS information element” is the lati-
tude and longitude information 1132a registered on the
recorder-side sights program database 120.

The sights program synchronizing module 250 of the por-
table information terminal 200 extracts the respective data
elements (sights keyword element, program ID element, time
code element, play URL element, GPS information element),
which are clarified by the use of the tags, from the XML data
from the sights program acquisition API 130 of the video
recorder 100, and registers them as the sights-related infor-
mation 241 on the terminal-side sights program database 240
(arrow 3 of FIG. 9). In this manner, the content of the
recorder-side sights program database 120 (see FIG. 8) is
reflected on the terminal-side sights program database 240. In
other words, the terminal-side sights program database 240
has the same content as that of the recorder-side sights pro-
gram database 120 (see FIG. 8).

[Portable Information Terminal 200: Place-Name Accumu-
lating Module 210]

FIG. 11 is a flowchart for describing a function of the
place-name accumulating module 210.

The place-name accumulating module 210 uses the GPS
function to regularly obtain, from the GPS providing server
720, current positional information (latitude and longitude
information) (Step S101). The place-name accumulating
module 210 searches for the place-name information corre-
sponding to the obtained current positional information by
utilizing the information service on the Internet 10, and adds
(updates) the place-name being the result of the search and the
positional information and the acquisition date and time cor-
responding to the place-name information to the terminal-
side place-name logs 221 stored on the terminal-side place-
name log storage unit 220 (Step S102).

The place-name accumulating module 210 removes the
place-name information appearing on a regular basis or on a
continuous basis in time in the terminal-side place-name logs
221. When the place-name corresponding to the current posi-
tional information is place-name information other than the
place-name information appearing on a regular basis or on a
continuous basis in time in the terminal-side place-name logs
221, the place-name accumulating module 210 narrows down
the place-name information corresponding to the current
positional information as a sights candidate, and extracts the
sights-candidate place-name information (YES at Step
S103). Then, the place-name accumulating module 210 sets,
with respect to the terminal-side place-name logs 221 stored
on the terminal-side place-name log storage unit 220, flag
information (YES) indicating that the place-name informa-
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tion corresponding to the current positional information
(sights-candidate place-name information) is the sights can-
didate (Step S104). In addition, the place-name accumulating
module 210 determines whether the narrowed-down sights-
candidate place-name information (place-name correspond-
ing to the current positional information) is registered on the
terminal-side sights program database 240 as a sights key-
word (Step S105), and, in the case where the narrowed-down
sights-candidate place-name information is registered (YES
at Step S106), notifies the sights notification module 260 of
the sights keyword and the sights-related information 241
(program ID, time code, play URL, GPS information) (Step
S107). In the case where the narrowed-down sights-candidate
place-name information is not registered (NO at Step S106),
the sequence retunes to Step S101.

It should be noted that, at Step S103, when the place-name
information corresponding to the current positional informa-
tion is the place-name information appearing on a regular
basis or on a continuous basis in time in the terminal-side
place-name logs 221, the place-name accumulating module
210 determines that the place-name information correspond-
ing to the current positional information is not the sights
candidate (NO at Step S103), and the place-name accumulat-
ing module 210 sets, with respect to the terminal-side place-
name logs 221 stored on the terminal-side place-name log
storage unit 220, flag information (NO) indicating that the
place-name information corresponding to the current posi-
tional information is not the sights candidate before the
sequence returns to Step S101 (Step S108).

The place-name accumulating module 210 removes the
place-name information appearing on a regular basis or on a
continuous basis in time in the terminal-side place-name logs
221, from the sights candidates. With this, the place-name
information of places (for example, name of station for com-
muting) where the user goes regularly is removed from the
sights candidates. Therefore, the place-name information
corresponding to a preference of the user is narrowed down as
the sights candidate, and hence it is possible to increase the
accuracy for narrowing down the sights candidate.

Further, the place-name accumulating module 210 uses the
GPS function to regularly obtain the current positional infor-
mation (latitude and longitude information), and the place-
name information corresponding to the obtained current posi-
tional information. Therefore, it is possible to satisfactorily
narrow down the place-name information corresponding to a
preference of the user as the sights candidate without depend-
ing on action (for example, photography activity), which may
cause a difference in frequency between the users, and to
determine a broadcast program with respect to the sights
candidate.

FIG. 12 is a view showing an example of the terminal-side
place-name logs 221 stored on the terminal-side place-name
log storage unit 220.

As shown in the drawing, in the terminal-side place-name
logs 221 stored on the terminal-side place-name log storage
unit 220, one piece of log information includes a recording
date and time, place-name information, and a sights candidate
flag. The recording date and time is information of the date
and time when the place-name information is added to the
terminal-side place-name logs 221. The place-name informa-
tionis place-name information obtained from the information
service on the Internet 10 based on the positional information
obtained by the use of the GPS function. The sights candidate
flag is information indicating that the place-name information
is the sights candidate. In the example of the drawing, the
place-name information of “Shinagawa station” exists in the
terminal-side place-name logs 221 on a continuous basis, and
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hence the sights candidate flags are set to OFF (NO). On the
other hand, the sights candidate flag of the place-name infor-
mation of “XYZ aquarium” does not exist on a regular basis
and on a continuous basis in time, and hence the sights can-
didate flag is set to ON (YES). Further, the setting of the sights
candidate flag is performed also when the user inputs infor-
mation for specifying the ON setting of the sights candidate
flag directly into the information processing apparatus, in
addition to the automatic setting based on the regular basis
and on the continuous basis in time.

It should be noted that the positional information corre-
sponding to the place-name information is recorded on the
terminal-side place-name logs 221 in addition to the place-
name and the date and time. At Step S105, when the positional
information recorded on the terminal-side place-name logs
221 and the GPS information recorded on the terminal-side
sights program database 240 are compared to each other, it is
possible to increase the accuracy of the determination at Step
S105.

[Portable Information Terminal 200: Sights Notification
Module 260]

FIG. 13 is aflowchart for describing a function of the sights
notification module 260.

By displaying a pop-up window, the sights notification
module 260 notifies the user of the fact that the program
related to the sights keyword (place-name corresponding to
the current positional information, which has been deter-
mined as the sights candidate), which is notified at Step S107
by the place-name accumulating module 210, is recorded on
the video recorder 100 and the recorded program related to
the sights can be obtained from the video recorder 100 and
can be reproduced in the portable information terminal 200,
and of whether or not to reproduce the program (Step S201).
For example, when at Step S107, the place-name accumulat-
ing module 210 notifies the sights notification module 260 of
the sights keyword “XYZ aquarium,” the sights notification
module 260 displays a pop-up window of “You have record-
ing title relating to XYZ aquarium. Do you want to play it?”
s0 as to notify the user. When the user selects a play (YES at
Step S202), the sights notification module 260 obtains via the
Internet 10 the recorded program recorded on the video
recorder 100 indicated by the use of the play URL included in
the sights-related information 241 notified at Step S107 by
the place-name accumulating module 210, and reproduces
the obtained recorded program from the appearing time indi-
cated by the use of the time code included in the sights-related
information 241 (Step S203). It should be noted that when the
value of the time code is “null,” the recorded program is
reproduced from the start.

On the other hand, in the case where the user does not select
aplay yet after a predetermined period of time is elapsed (NO
at Step S202), the sights notification module 260 terminates
the process.

With this, for example, in the case where the user with the
portable information terminal 200 sightsees, in the timing
when the user comes by near a sight that was introduced in a
program recorded on the video recorder 100, the portable
information terminal 200 is capable of informing the user of
the presence of the program recorded on the video recorder
100 and then reproducing the program recorded on the video
recorder 100. For example, in the case where the XYZ
aquarium was incidentally introduced in the program
recorded on the home video recorder 100 in the past, in the
timing when the user with the portable information terminal
200 comes by near the XYZ aquarium, the portable informa-
tion terminal 200 is capable of informing the user of the
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presence of the recorded program and then reproducing the
program if the user desires so.

[Video Recorder 100: Place-Name Log Updating API 140,
Portable Information Terminal 200: Place-Name Log Syn-
chronizing Module 230]

FIG. 14 is a view describing a transmission and a reception
between the place-name log updating API 140 of the video
recorder 100 and the place-name log synchronizing module
230 of the portable information terminal 200.

The place-name log synchronizing module 230 of the por-
table information terminal 200 refers to the terminal-side
place-name logs 221 stored on the terminal-side place-name
log storage unit 220. When the place-name information
(sights-candidate place-name information) with the sights
candidate flag being set to ON (YES) exists (arrow 1 of FIG.
14), the transmission and the reception between the place-
name log updating API 140 of the video recorder 100 and the
place-name log synchronizing module 230 of the portable
information terminal 200 is started. First, the place-name log
synchronizing module 230 of the portable information termi-
nal 200 calls the place-name log updating API 140 of the
video recorder 100, and transmits the place-name informa-
tion (sights-candidate place-name information) and the time
information with the sights candidate flag being set to ON to
the place-name log updating API 140 (arrow 2 of FIG. 14).

The place-name log updating API 140 of the video recorder
100 obtains sights-candidate place-name information 151a
and time information 1515 with the sights candidate flag
being set to ON from the place-name log synchronizing mod-
ule 230 of the portable information terminal 200, and records
them on the recorder-side place-name logs 151 stored on the
recorder-side place-name log storage unit 150 (arrow 3 of
FIG. 14).

FIG. 15 is a view showing an example of the recorder-side
place-name logs 151 stored on the recorder-side place-name
log storage unit 150.

As shown in the drawing, the content of the terminal-side
place-name logs 221 (see FIG. 12) is reflected on the
recorder-side place-name logs 151.

[Video Recorder 100: Sights Program Monitoring Module
160]

FIG. 16 is a view showing a configuration example of the
sights program monitoring module 160.

As shown in the drawing, the sights program monitoring
module 160 includes a sights program determining module
161 (programmed-recording unit) and a sights program noti-
fication module 162 (place-name information determining
unit, the place-name information informing unit).

[Video Recorder 100: Sights Program Monitoring Module
160: Sights Program Determining Module 161]

FIG. 17 is a flowchart for describing a function of the sights
program determining module 161.

The sights program determining module 161 obtains the
EPG data via the Internet 10, and detects, based on the genre
information associated with the EPG data, the program
related to the sights (YES at Step S301). Then, the sights
program determining module 161 divides the program infor-
mation extracted from the EPG data into morphemes (Step
S302). The sights program determining module 161 com-
pares each of the morphemes with the sights-candidate place-
name information 1514 recorded on the recorder-side place-
name logs 151 stored on the recorder-side place-name log
storage unit 150 (Step S303). The sights program determining
module 161 determines, through the above-mentioned com-
parison, that a morpheme corresponding to the sights-candi-
date place-name information 1514 recorded on the recorder-
side place-name logs 151 exists (YES at Step S303). Then,
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the sights program determining module 161 notifies the sights
program recording module 110 of the program as a pro-
grammed-recording target program (Step S304). In this man-
ner, the program determined by the sights program determin-
ing module 161 as being the programmed-recording target
program is recorded by the sights program recording module
110 on the content storage unit 1111.

For example, when the sights program determining module
161 determines, through the comparison at Step S303, that
the morpheme of “XYZ aquarium” corresponding to the
sights-candidate place-name information 151a recorded on
the recorder-side place-name logs 151 exists, the sights pro-
gram determining module 161 notifies the sights program
recording module 110 of the program indicated by the use of
the EPG data including “XYZ aquarium” as the programmed-
recording target program. In this manner, the program related
to “XYZ aquarium” is recorded by the sights program record-
ing module 110 on the content storage unit 1111.

On the other hand, in the case where the EPG data obtained
by the sights program determining module 161 is not the
program related to the sight (NO at Step S301), or in the case
where the morpheme corresponding to the sights-candidate
place-name information 151a recorded on the recorder-side
place-name logs 151 does not exist (NO at Step S303), the
sights program determining module 161 terminates the pro-
cess.

With this, it is possible to automatically record the program
related to the sights, that the user visited in the past, on the
video recorder 100.

[Video Recorder 100: Sights Program Monitoring Module
160: Sights Program Notification Module 162]

FIG. 18 is aflowchart for describing a function of the sights
program notification module 162.

When the program recorded on the content storage unit
1111 is reproduced in the portable information terminal 200,
the sights program notification module 162 divides the
already-recorded-program caption data 1112a about the pro-
gram, which is saved on the caption data saving unit 1112,
into morphemes (Step S401). Then, the sights program noti-
fication module 162 compares each of the morphemes with
the sights-candidate place-name information 151a recorded
on the recorder-side place-name logs 151 stored on the
recorder-side place-name log storage unit 150 (Step S402).
The sights program notification module 162 determines,
through the above-mentioned comparison, that a morpheme
corresponding to the sights-candidate place-name informa-
tion 1514 recorded on the recorder-side place-name logs 151
exists (YES at Step S402). Then, the sights program notifi-
cation module 162 notifies the user of the corresponding
sights-candidate place-name information 151a and the time
information 1515 associated with the sights-candidate place-
name information 151a by displaying a pop-up window (Step
S403).

For example, when the sights program notification module
162 determines, through the above-mentioned comparison at
Step S402, that the morpheme of “XYZ aquarium” corre-
sponding to the sights-candidate place-name information
151a recorded on the recorder-side place-name logs 151
exists, the sights program notification module 162 notifies the
user of the sights-candidate place-name information 151a of
“XYZ aquarium” and the time information 1515 of “02/08”
by displaying a pop-up window of “This is a scene relating to
XYZ aquarium that you visited on 8 Feb. 2010.”

On the other hand, in the case where the morpheme corre-
sponding to the sights-candidate place-name information
151a recorded on the recorder-side place-name logs 151 does
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not exist (NO at Step S402), the sights program notification
module 162 terminates the process.

With this, during reproducing the program recorded on the
video recorder 100, it is possible to notify the user of the fact
that it is the scene relating to the sight that the user visited in
the past.

[Operation of Video Recorder 100 and Portable Information
Terminal 200]

Next, the description will be made of an operation of the
video recorder 100 and the portable information terminal 200,
which have the above-mentioned functions. It should be
noted that the description of the operation will be made in the
following order.

1. Place-name recording operation

2. Program recording operation

3. Already-recorded-program reproducing operation
[Place-Name Recording Operation]

FIG. 19 is a flowchart showing the place-name recording
operation.

The place-name accumulating module 210 of the portable
information terminal 200 uses the GPS function to regularly
obtain the positional information, obtains the place-name
information corresponding to the positional information by
utilizing the service on the web, and updates the place-name
logs of the terminal-side place-name log storage unit 220.
When the place-name information is place-name information
other than the place-name information appearing on a regular
basis or on a continuous basis in time in the terminal-side
place-name logs 221, the place-name accumulating module
210 determines the place-name information as the sights can-
didate, and sets, with respect to the terminal-side place-name
logs 221 stored on the terminal-side place-name log storage
unit 220, flag information indicating that the current place-
name information corresponding to the positional informa-
tion is the sights candidate (Step S501).

The place-name log synchronizing module 230 of the por-
table information terminal 200 refers to the terminal-side
place-name logs 221 stored on the terminal-side place-name
log storage unit 220, and when the place-name information
(sights-candidate place-name information) with the sights
candidate flag being set to ON exists, the place-name log
synchronizing module 230 calls the place-name log updating
API 140 of the video recorder 100, and transmits the place-
name information (sights-candidate place-name information)
and the time information with the sights candidate flag being
set to ON to the place-name log updating AP1 140 of the video
recorder 100 (Step S502).

The place-name log updating API 140 of the video recorder
100 obtains, from the place-name log synchronizing module
230 of the portable information terminal 200, the place-name
information (sights-candidate place-name information) and
the time information with the sights candidate flag being set to
ON, and records them on the recorder-side place-name logs
151 stored on the recorder-side place-name log storage unit
150, as the sights-candidate place-name information 151a
and the time information 1515 (Step S503).

[Program Recording Operation]

FIG. 20 is a flowchart showing the program recording
operation.

The sights program determining module 161 of the sights
program monitoring module 160 of the video recorder 100
obtains the EPG data via the Internet 10. Based on the genre
information associated with the EPG data, the sights program
determining module 161 detects a program related to the
sights, and divides the program information extracted from
the EPG data into morphemes. Then, the sights program
determining module 161 compares each of the morphemes
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with the sights-candidate place-name information 151a
recorded on the recorder-side place-name logs 151 stored on
the recorder-side place-name log storage unit 150. When the
sights program determining module 161 determines, through
the above-mentioned comparison, that a morpheme corre-
sponding to the sights-candidate place-name information
151a recorded on the recorder-side place-name logs 151
exists, the sights program determining module 161 notifies
the sights program recording module 110 of the program as
the programmed-recording target program (Step S601).

When receives the notice, the program recording module
111 of'the sights program recording module 110 of the video
recorder 100 records the entity data of the broadcast program
determined as the programmed-recording target program on
the content storage unit 1111, and extracts the caption data
multiplexed in the entity data of the broadcast program. Then,
the program recording module 111 saves them as the already-
recorded-program caption data 11124 on the caption data
saving unit 1112. Further, the program recording module 111
extracts data related to the already-recorded broadcast pro-
gram from the EPG data, generates it as the recording-history
data 1113a, and saves it on the recording-history data saving
unit 1113 (Step S602).

The sights keyword extracting module 112 of the sights
program recording module 110 of the video recorder 100
divides the already-recorded-program caption data 11124
and the recording-history data 11134, which are respectively
saved by the program recording module 111 on the caption
data saving unit 1112 and the recording-history data saving
unit 1113, into morphemes. Then, the sights keyword extract-
ing module 112 compares each of the morphemes (keyword
1114) with each of the standard sights words 1115a stored on
the sights word dictionary 1115. The sights keyword extract-
ing module 112 determines, through the above-mentioned
comparison, the morphemes (keywords 1114) corresponding
to the standard sights words 1115a stored on the sights word
dictionary 1115, as the sights keywords 1116a being valid
words. The sights keyword extracting module 112 saves the
sights keywords 1116a on the sights keyword saving unit
1116.

The sights keyword extracting module 112 extracts infor-
mation to be saved on the recorder-side sights program data-
base 120 from the already-recorded-program caption data
11124 saved on the caption data saving unit 1112, the record-
ing-history data 1113« saved on the recording-history data
saving unit 1113, and the sights keywords 11164 saved on the
sights keyword saving unit 1116. In this case, the sights
keyword extracting module 112 saves all of the sights key-
words 11164, which are saved on the sights keyword saving
unit 1116, on the recorder-side sights program database 120,
while the sights keywords being associated with the program
1D, the time of the sights keyword (caption times), the play
URL, and the like of the program being the extraction source
of the sights keyword.

The address acquisition module 1131 of the GPS informa-
tion acquisition module 113 of the sights program recording
module 110 of the video recorder 100 searches for the sights
keywords 11164 saved on the sights keyword saving unit
1116 by the sights keyword extracting module 112, by utiliz-
ing an address information service on the Internet 10.

The positional information acquisition module 1132 of'the
GPS information acquisition module 113 of the sights pro-
gram recording module 110 of the video recorder 100
searches for the latitude and longitude information 1132a
corresponding to the addresses 1131a obtained by the address
acquisition module 1131 by utilizing the GPS information
service on the Internet 10, and registers the latitude and lon-
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gitude information 11324 corresponding to the addresses
11314 on the recorder-side sights program database 120 (Step
S604).

On the other hand, the sights program synchronizing mod-
ule 250 of'the portable information terminal 200 receives the
operation by the user, and then calls the sights program acqui-
sition API 130 of the video recorder 100 by the use of the
HTTP request (Step S605).

When receives the call, the sights program acquisition API
130 of the video recorder 100 generates the sights program
data in the XML format from the sights program data accu-
mulated in the recorder-side sights program database 120,
and sends back it to the sights program synchronizing module
250 of the portable information terminal 200 via the Internet
10 (Step S606).

The sights program synchronizing module 250 of the por-
table information terminal 200 extracts the respective data
elements clarified by the use of tags based on the XML data
form the sights program acquisition API 130 of the video
recorder 100, and registers them on the terminal-side sights
program database 240 (Step S607).
[Already-Recorded-Program Reproducing Operation]

FIG. 21 is a flowchart showing the already-recorded-pro-
gram reproducing operation.

The place-name accumulating module 210 of the portable
information terminal 200 uses the GPS function to regularly
obtain the positional information. Further, the place-name
accumulating module 210 obtains the place-name informa-
tion corresponding to the positional information by utilizing
the service on the web, to thereby update the place-name logs
of'the terminal-side place-name log storage unit 220. Further,
the place-name accumulating module 210 removes place-
name information appearing on a regular basis or on a con-
tinuous basis in time in the terminal-side place-name logs
221. When the place-name corresponding to the current posi-
tional information is place-name information other than the
place-name information appearing on a regular basis or on a
continuous basis in time in the terminal-side place-name logs
221, the place-name accumulating module 210 narrows down
the place-name information corresponding to the current
positional information as a sights candidate, and extracts it as
the sights-candidate place-name information. Then, the
place-name accumulating module 210 sets, with respect to
the terminal-side place-name logs 221, flag information indi-
cating that the place-name information corresponding to the
current positional information is the sights candidate. In addi-
tion, the place-name accumulating module 210 determines
whether the narrowed-down sights-candidate place-name
information (place-name corresponding to current positional
information) is registered on the terminal-side sights program
database 240, and, in the case where the narrowed-down
sights-candidate place-name information is registered, noti-
fies the sights notification module 260 of its keyword and the
sights-related information 241 (program ID, time code, play
URL, GPS information) (Step S701).

When receives the notice, the sights notification module
260 of the portable information terminal 200 searches for the
sights-related information 241 corresponding to the current
location of the user (portable information terminal 200) from
the terminal-side sights program database 240 based on the
positional information obtained by the use of the GPS func-
tion of the place-name accumulating module. Then, the sights
notification module 260 notifies the user of the fact that the
recorded program related to the sights is recorded on the
video recorder 100 and this recorded program can be obtained
from the video recorder 100 and can be reproduced in the
portable information terminal 200. When the user selects a
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play, the sights notification module 260 obtains the recorded
program indicated by the use of the play URL included in the
sights-related information 241, which is notified at Step S701
by the place-name accumulating module 210, from the video
recorder 100 via the Internet 10, and reproduces the obtained
recorded program from the appearing time indicated by the
use of the time code included in the sights-related information
241 or from the start of the program (Step S702).

When the program recorded on the content storage unit
1111 is reproduced in the portable information terminal 200,
the sights program notification module 162 of the sights pro-
gram monitoring module 160 of the video recorder 100
divides the already-recorded-program caption data 11124
about the program, which is saved on the caption data saving
unit 1112, into morphemes. Then, the sights program notifi-
cation module 162 compares each of the morphemes with the
sights-candidate place-name information 151a recorded on
the recorder-side place-name logs 151 stored on the recorder-
side place-name log storage unit 150. When the sights pro-
gram notification module 162 determines, through the above-
mentioned comparison, that a morpheme corresponding to
the sights-candidate place-name information 151a recorded
on the recorder-side place-name logs 151 exists, the sights
program notification module 162 notifies the user of the cor-
responding sights-candidate place-name information 151a
and the time information 1515 associated with the sights-
candidate place-name information 1514 by displaying a pop-
up window (Step S703).

Next, the description will be made of a hardware configu-
ration of the video recorder 100 and the portable information
terminal 200.

[Hardware Configuration of Video Recorder 100]

FIG. 22 is a block diagram showing the hardware configu-
ration of the video recorder 100.

In the video recorder 100, a central processing unit (CPU)
612 is connected via a system bus 613 to an input operation
unit 601, a broadcast reception unit 602, a network connec-
tion unit 603, a storage unit 604, a decode unit 605, a display
unit 606, an AV interface unit 607, a medium interface unit
608, an optical communication unit 609, a read only memory
(ROM) 610, and a random access memory (RAM) 611.

The input operation unit 601 includes various keys. The
user uses the input operation unit 601 to process various
orders and inputs of data. When the user uses the input opera-
tion unit 601 to input the various orders, the orders are sup-
plied via the system bus 613 to the CPU 612.

The broadcast reception unit 602a receives, for example, a
transport stream provided from each broadcast station 620
such as a terrestrial digital television broadcasting, a CS digi-
tal broadcasting, or a BS digital broadcasting.

The network connection unit 603 (connection unit, elec-
tronic-program-guide acquisition unit) processes a connec-
tion with respect to the Internet 10. The network connection
unit 603 receives a transport stream provided from a content
providing server (not shown) connected to the video recorder
100 via the Internet 10. Further, the network connection unit
603 obtains the EPG data from an EPG data providing server
(not shown) connected to the video recorder 100 via the
Internet 10.

The storage unit 604 includes the HDD, the SSD, or the
like. On the storage unit 604, content data of the broadcast
programs and the like received by the broadcast reception unit
602 and the network connection unit 603 are recoded, for
example.

The decode unit 605 decodes data of a content read from
the storage unit 604, and restores digital video data and digital
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audio data. The restored digital video data and digital audio
data are supplied via the system bus 613 to the AV interface
unit 607.

The display unit 606 includes, for example, a display
equipped with a display screen such as a liquid crystal display
(LCD), adisplay control circuit that drives the display, and the
like. For example, the display unit 606 checks the orders input
by the user and the data and displays various statuses.

The AV interface unit 607 processes input and output of
video signals and audio signals with respect to external AV
equipment 616 such as a television connected to the video
recorder 100.

Into the medium interface unit 608, a removable medium
614 such as an optical disc can be inserted. The medium
interface unit 608 is capable of recording the content data of
the broadcast programs and the like on the removable
medium 614. The removable medium 614 includes, for
example, recordable or rewritable DVD and Blu-ray disc.

The optical communication unit 609 is an interface for
processing two-way communications with respect to external
equipment such as a remote controller. Specifically, the opti-
cal communication unit 609 performs a communication with
respect to the external equipment, using light such as infrared
ray as a wireless medium. Further, wireless media including
a radio wave, a sound wave, and an electromagnetic wave
may be used other than the light.

The ROM 610 is a read only memory on which programs,
data, and the like for a software processing to be executed by
the video recorder 100 are permanently stored. It should be
noted that the programs may be stored on the storage unit 604.

The RAM 611 is a writable volatile memory to be used for
loading a program code to be executed by the CPU 612 and
writing working data of the programs.

The CPU 612 generally controls the respective sections of
the video recorder 100 and controls a transmission and a
reception of the data between the respective sections.

In order to execute the software processing to be executed
by the video recorder 100, the CPU 612 loads a desired
program from the ROM 610 into the RAM 611, and interprets
and executes it.

As described above, the video recorder 100 is configured
by the use of typical computer hardware. Further, the pro-
grams stored on the ROM 610 cause the computer hardware
of the video recorder 100 to function as the respective mod-
ules and the DBs shown in FIG. 1.

[Hardware Configuration of Portable Information Terminal
200]

FIG. 23 is a block diagram showing a hardware configu-
ration of the portable information terminal 200.

In the portable information terminal 200, the CPU 712 is
connected via asystem bus 713 to an input operation unit 701,
a broadcast reception unit 702, a network connection unit
703, a storage unit 704, a decode unit 705, a display unit 706,
an audio output unit 707, a medium interface unit 708, a GPS
acquisition unit 709, a ROM 710, and a RAM 711.

The input operation unit 701 includes various keys, and
processes various orders and inputs of data from the user.
When the user uses the input operation unit 701 to input the
orders, the orders are supplied through an input interface unit
(not shown) via the system bus 713 to the CPU 712.

The broadcast reception unit 702 receives, for example, a
broadcast wave provided from each broadcast station 620
such as a terrestrial digital television broadcasting, a CS digi-
tal broadcasting, a BS digital broadcasting, or a terrestrial
digital television broadcasting for cellular phone, and
demodulates video signals and audio signals.
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The network connection unit 703 (connection unit) pro-
cesses a wireless communication with respect to the Internet
10. The network connection unit 703 performs a transmission
and a reception with respect to the video recorder 100 via the
Internet 10. The network connection unit 703 receives a trans-
port stream provided from a content providing server (not
shown) connected via the Internet 10 thereto. Further, the
network connection unit 703 receives the EPG data from an
EPG data providing server (not shown) connected via the
Internet 10 thereto.

The storage unit 704 is, for example, a storage device such
as the HDD or the SSD. The storage unit 704 functions as the
terminal-side place-name log storage unit 220, the terminal-
side sights program database 240.

The decode unit 705 decodes data of a content read from
the storage unit 704, and restores digital video data and digital
audio data. The restored digital video data is supplied via the
system bus 713 to the display unit 706 and displayed. On the
other hand, the digital audio data is supplied via the system
bus 713 to the audio output unit 707 and output as audio
through a speaker.

The display unit 706 includes, for example, a display such
as the LCD and a display control circuit that drives the dis-
play.

The audio output unit 707 includes a circuit that converts
digital audio signals into analog audio signals, the speaker,
and the like.

The medium interface unit 708 is an interface that performs
a reading and a writing of data such as encrypted program
data with respect to a storage medium 714 such as a memory
card installing a semi-conductor memory.

The GPS acquisition unit 709 receives and demodulates
GPS signals provided from the GPS providing server 720 via
a receiving antenna, and, based on the demodulated signals,
calculates the current location of the portable information
terminal 200.

The ROM 710 is a read only memory on which programs,
data, and the like for a software processing to be executed by
the portable information terminal 200 are permanently
stored. It should be noted that the programs may be stored on
the storage unit 704.

The RAM 711 is a writable volatile memory to be used for
loading a program code to be executed by the CPU 712 and
writing working data of the programs.

The CPU 712 generally controls the above-mentioned
respective sections and controls a transmission and a recep-
tion of the data between the respective sections. Further, in
order to execute the software processing to be executed by the
portable information terminal 200, the CPU 712 loads a
desired program from the storage unit 704 or the ROM 710
into the RAM 711, and interprets and executes it.

As described above, the portable information terminal 200
is configured by the use of typical computer hardware. Fur-
ther, the programs stored on the ROM 710 cause the computer
hardware ofthe portable information terminal 200 to function
as the respective modules and the DBs shown in FIG. 1.

Second Embodiment

In the above first embodiment, the description has been
made of the information processing system 1 including the
video recorder 100 that records the broadcast program and the
portable information terminal 200 that reproduces the broad-
cast program recorded on the video recorder 100. In a second
embodiment below, the description will be made of a portable
information terminal 300 that records the broadcast program
and reproduces the recorded broadcast program.
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FIG. 24 is a block diagram showing a configuration of the
portable information terminal 300 according to the second
embodiment of the present disclosure.

In the following, the description of the configuration and
the functions similar to those of the first embodiment will be
simplified or omitted, and different points will be mainly
described. In this embodiment, the respective sections of the
portable information terminal 300 having the configurations
similar to those of the respective sections of the video
recorder 100 ofthe first embodiment are denoted by reference
numerals (300 series). Further, the respective sections of the
portable information terminal 300 having the configurations
similar to those of the respective sections of the portable
information terminal 200 of the first embodiment are denoted
by corresponding reference numerals (400 series). The dupli-
cated description will be omitted.

[Portable Information Terminal 300]

The portable information terminal 300 (information pro-
cessing apparatus) is an electronic apparatus capable of con-
necting to the Internet 10 so as to browse web pages, transmit
and receive electronic mails, download content data, receive
content data of programs provided through broadcast waves
of a terrestrial digital broadcasting and a satellite broadcast-
ing, record the downloaded or received content data on a
recording medium, reproduce moving images and music
recorded on the recording medium, and utilize other applica-
tions. The portable information terminal 300 has a GPS func-
tion of regularly receiving the positional information (latitude
and longitude information) of the portable information termi-
nal 300. Thus, the portable information terminal 200 is
capable of obtaining a place-name by utilizing a place-name
search service on the web based on the positional information
obtained by the user of this GPS function, to thereby accu-
mulate the history of the place-names of the destinations of
the user as the place-name logs. The portable information
terminal 300 and the Internet 10 constitute an information
processing system 2 of this embodiment.

The portable information terminal 300 includes a sights
program recording module 310, a sights program database
320, a place-name accumulating module 410, a place-name
log storage unit 420, a sights notification module 460, and a
sights program monitoring module 360.

The sights program recording module 310 (content record-
ing unit) records a broadcast program that the user selects or
of which the sights program monitoring module 360 notifies
the user, extracts the sights keywords from the EPG data of
the recorded broadcast program and the caption data multi-
plexed in the entity data of the program, and registers the
extracted sights keywords, the latitude and longitude data of
the sights, and the like on the sights program database 320.

The place-name accumulating module 410 (place-name
accumulating unit) uses the GPS function to regularly obtain
the positional information, and obtains the place-name infor-
mation corresponding to the current positional information
by utilizing the service on the web. Then, the place-name
accumulating module 410 updates place-name logs 421 of the
place-name log storage unit 420.

Further, when the place-name information corresponding
to the current positional information is place-name informa-
tion other than the place-name information appearing on a
regular basis or on a continuous basis in time in the place-
name logs 421, the place-name accumulating module 410
(sights keyword determining unit) narrows down the place-
name information corresponding to the current positional
information as a sights candidate. Then, the place-name accu-
mulating module 410 sets, with respect to the place-name
logs 421, flag information indicating that the current place-
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name information corresponding to the positional informa-
tion is the sights candidate. In addition, the place-name accu-
mulating module 410 determines whether the narrowed-
down sights-candidate place-name information (place-name
corresponding to the current positional information) is regis-
tered on the sights program database 320 as the sights key-
word, and, in the case where the narrowed-down sights-can-
didate place-name information is registered, notifies the
sights notification module 460 of the sights keyword and the
sights-related information.

Based on the positional information obtained by the use of
the GPS function of the place-name accumulating module
410, the sights notification module 460 (content-record
informing unit) searches for the sights-related information
corresponding to the current location of the user (portable
information terminal 300), from the sights program database
320. Then, the sights notification module 460 notifies the user
of'the fact that the recorded program related to the sights can
be reproduced and viewed in the portable information termi-
nal 300.

The sights program monitoring module 360 detects the
program related to the sights on the basis of the EPG data
obtained in advance, and requests the sights program record-
ing module 310 to perform a programmed recording of the
program. When the user makes a setting that a recording of
the sights program is performed in advance, the sights pro-
gram recording module 310 becomes effective. The effective
sights program recording module 310 performs a detection of
the program related to the sights based on the EPG data
regularly obtained.

Further, when the recorded program is reproduced, the
sights program monitoring module 360 divides the caption
data about the program into morphemes. When a morpheme
corresponds to the place-name information (sights-candidate
place-name information) with flag information indicating
that it is the sights candidate recorded on the place-name logs
421 stored on the place-name log storage unit 420 being set,
the sights program monitoring module 360 notifies the user of
the sights-candidate place-name information and the time
information associated to the sights-candidate place-name
information by displaying a pop-up window.

According to the above-mentioned configuration, as in the
first embodiment, without a transferring of the sights-candi-
date place-name information from the place-name log syn-
chronizing module 230 to the place-name log updating API
140, a transferring of the sights program data from the sights
program acquisition API 130 to the sights program synchro-
nizing module 250, and a transferring of the recorded pro-
gram from the video recorder 100 to the portable information
terminal 200, it is sufficient that the portable information
terminal 300 execute the processing only within the portable
information terminal 300. In addition, it is unnecessary to
configure the place-name log synchronizing module 230, the
place-name log updating API 140, the sights program acqui-
sition API 130, and the sights program synchronizing module
250.

It should be understood by those skilled in the art that
various modifications, combinations, sub-combinations and
alterations may occur depending on design requirements and
other factors insofar as they are within the scope of the
appended claims or the equivalents thereof.

What is claimed is:

1. An information processing system, comprising:

a first information processing apparatus; and

a second information processing apparatus configured to

be connectable via a network to the first information
processing apparatus,
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wherein the first information processing apparatus
includes:

a content storage unit configured to obtain and record a
sights keyword related to stored content, and

the second information processing apparatus includes:

a place-name accumulating unit configured to obtain and
accumulate place-name information corresponding to a
current location of the second information processing
apparatus,

in which, for each instance the place-name information is
obtained, the place-name information is added as a piece
of'log information to a place-names log with recording
time information indicating in time sequence when the
place-name information is added to the place-names log,

a sights keyword acquisition unit configured to obtain the
sights keyword recorded on the first information pro-
cessing apparatus,

a sights keyword determining unit configured to narrow
down a sights candidate in the place-name information
of the place-names log, to thereby extract sights-candi-
date place-name information, and to determine the
sights keyword corresponding to the sights-candidate
place-name information, and

a content-record informing unit configured to inform that
content related to the determined sights keyword is
recorded on the first information processing apparatus;

wherein the narrowing down of the sights candidate in the
place-name information includes removing from the
place-names log each piece of the log information cor-
responding to any place-name information appearing on
a regular basis in time in the place-names log.

2. The information processing system according to claim 1,
wherein the first information processing apparatus further
includes an electronic-program-guide acquisition unit con-
figured to obtain electronic program guide data including
information about a plurality of contents, and the content
storage unit performs at least one of (i) an extraction of the
sights keyword from caption data included in the stored con-
tent or (ii) an extraction of the sights keyword from the infor-
mation about content in the electronic program guide data
obtained by the electronic-program-guide acquisition unit.

3. The information processing system according to claim 1,
wherein the place-name accumulating unit obtains a global
positioning system (GPS) information corresponding to the
current location of the second information processing appa-
ratus, and obtains the place-name information based on the
obtained GPS information.

4. The information processing system according to claim 1,
wherein the second information processing apparatus further
includes a reproduction unit configured to obtain via the
network the content stored on the first information processing
apparatus and to reproduce the content.

5. The information processing system according to claim 4,
wherein the first information processing apparatus further
includes:

a place-name information determining unit configured to
extract place-name information from caption data
included in the content to be reproduced by the repro-
duction unit of the second information processing appa-
ratus, as caption place-name information, to thereby
determine caption place-name information correspond-
ing to the sights-candidate place-name information, and

a place-name information informing unit configured to
inform that the determined caption place-name informa-
tion is included in the content to be reproduced by the
reproduction unit.
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6. The information processing system according to claim 1,
wherein the first information processing apparatus further
includes:

a place-name acquisition unit configured to obtain the

5 sights-candidate place-name information from the sec-
ond information processing apparatus, and

a programmed-recording unit configured to detect infor-
mation about the content including the sights-candidate
place-name information from electronic program guide
data obtained by an electronic-program-guide acquisi-
tion unit, and to carry out a programmed recording based
on the detected information about the content.

7. The information processing system according to claim 1,
wherein the sights keyword determining unit sets flag infor-
15 mation in response to determining the sights keyword corre-

sponding to the sights-candidate place-name information.

8. The information processing system according to claim 1,
wherein informing that content related to the determined
sights keyword is recorded on the first information processing

20 apparatus comprises displaying a pop-up window on the sec-
ond information processing apparatus.

9. An information processing terminal, comprising:

a content storage unit configured to store content and to
obtain and record a sights keyword related to the stored
content;

a place-name accumulating unit configured to obtain and
accumulate place-name information corresponding to a
current location of the information processing terminal,

in which, for each instance the place-name information is
obtained, the place-name information is added as a piece
of log information to a place-names log with recording
time information indicating in time sequence when the
place-name information is added to the place-names log;
and
sights keyword determining unit configured to narrow
down a sights candidate in the place-name information
of the place-names log, to thereby extract sights-candi-
date place-name information, and to determine the
sights keyword corresponding to the sights-candidate
place-name information;

wherein narrowing down the sights candidate in the place-
name information includes removing from the place-
names log each piece of the log information correspond-
ing to any place-name information appearing on a
regular basis in time in the place-names log.

10. The information processing terminal according to

claim 9, further comprising:

a sights keyword acquisition unit configured to obtain the
sights keyword recorded on the content storage unit, and

a content-record informing unit configured to inform that
content related to the determined sights keyword is
recorded on the first information processing apparatus.

11. The information processing terminal according to
claim 9, further comprising:

a programmed-recording unit configured to detect infor-
mation about content including the sights-candidate
place-name information from electronic program guide
data obtained by an electronic-program-guide acquisi-
tion unit, and to carry out a programmed recording based
on the information about the detected content.

12. An information processing method, comprising:

storing a sights keyword related to stored content;

obtaining and accumulating place-name information cor-
responding to a current location of an information pro-
cessing apparatus to construct a place-names log,

in which, for each instance the place-name information is
obtained, the place-name information is added as a piece
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oflog information to the place-names log with recording
time information indicating in time sequence when the
place-name information is added to the place-names log;

narrowing down a sights candidate from the place-names
log to extract sights candidate place-name information;
and

determining a sights keyword corresponding to the sights-
candidate place-name information;

wherein narrowing down the sights candidate from the
place-names log includes removing from the place-
names log each piece of the log information correspond-
ing to any place-name information appearing on a regu-
lar basis in time in the place-names log.

13. The method according to claim 12, further comprising:

informing a user that content related to the determined
sights keyword is stored.

14. The method according to claim 12, further comprising:

detecting information about content including sights-can-
didate place-name information from electronic-pro-
gram-guide data; and

carrying out a programmed recording based on the infor-
mation about the detected content.
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